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Service Of Christmas Lessons And Carols
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Date: 25 December 2016

Preacher: Pastor Lisa Taylor

[0:00] Merry Christmas!

This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. You're welcome to
stand if you're able. This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. This is the day that the Lord has made.

Good morning. Welcome to our church. We have a gift for our visitors at the Connection
site. Please fill out your friendship card for any prayers or concern or just so we can get to
know you.

[1:25] It's fun to be part of the welcoming committee here at Hamilton Center. It is a blessing to
have you all here in worship this morning on this beautiful Christmas morning.

What a blessing. A couple of announcements. New Year's Day services. We'll have the
usual service at 5 o'clock New Year's Eve, which is Saturday night. We usually have a
Saturday night service at 5 anyway.

We will be doing New Year's Eve, of course. And New Year's Day, this is next Sunday.
There is no 815 service. We will be doing 930 and 11 o'clock.

Okay. Pastor Tom figured folks are probably not getting up New Year's morning quite that
early. So, you know, we got all you here this morning, which is a really, really good thing.

But we wanted to make sure that folks had a little bit of a break for that. Also, if you have, I
don't know if anybody's got poinsettias left up here that you purchased for the church to
have up here.

[2:24] The ones you want to take are the ones in the red foil, not the ones in the gold foil.
Because the ones in the gold foil, if I'm not mistaken, let me check and make sure. Oh, no.

These are real. These are real. Okay. I don't know which ones are real and which ones
aren't. Pastor Tom did last night, although he did say that the ones in the red foil were
green.

And I don't know. But if you have a poinsettia coming, just make sure it's a real one when
you take it. Okay. So we don't lose the silver, the silk ones. And that's it, I think.

Let's pray. Heavenly Father, what a blessing it is to be with you, to have you present with
us by your spirit.

Lord God, we are so grateful that you sent Jesus. We are so grateful that God has come
to be with us. We look forward to the day that Jesus comes back and we all have life
together eternally in the kingdom.

[3:31] For now, Lord, we are just blessed to be with you. Be with us as we worship this morning.
Let's pray. Remind us of who you are. In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen. Let's sing our opening hymn this morning. It is the First Noel. The First Noel.

The First Noel. The angel did say. Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay.

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep. On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
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Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

[4:50] They look at all. They look at all. And saw a star. Shone beneath the east.

Beyond them far. And to the earth. It gave great light. It gave great light.

And saw it continued. All day and night. Noel, Noel, Noel.

Born is the King of Israel.

This star tonight. To the north west. On Bethlehem.

[5:55] He took its rest. And there it did. Oh, stop and stay.

Right over the place. Right over the place. Where Jesus lay. Noel, Noel, Noel.

Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

Will the Lord be with you. Will you greet your neighbors and everybody in the place. With
the peace of the spirit. We're talking about the light of God.

God is light and light is good. And God's light overcomes the darkness. And even our
Jewish and Messianic Jewish brothers and sisters who love the Lord so dearly are right
now in Hanukkah celebrating the fact that God's light overcame the darkness.

[7:06] We celebrate that together. As we celebrate God's love and God's light. Let's give our
gifts, tithes and offerings before the Lord.

Day in Hanukkahie Maria is not something like that. Let's undergo the expansion of
Allah's.sects andlicts and blessings upon■■ should do for the grace of each human
being. For example of two of these are two animales in Hanukkah. And to the ■ the right
to the ichenskins mutation after RomaCanada and the speech talking to him.

For example, the rich along this graceful church would■zen his mind. Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

[9:02] Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you. Dear Heavenly Father, we do give you thanks and praise for this day.

We are grateful for the opportunity to gather together and worship you, to remember all
that you have done for us in our lives and all that you have promised to continue to do.

[11:20] Lord God, we lift up these gifts before you, we ask you to give us wisdom to know how to
use them best for the furtherance of your kingdom so that many will come to faith in Jesus
Christ, who we celebrate having been born this day.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. Be seated. And our
service is going to run a little bit differently than usual just because it's Christmas and we
don't usually have worship on Sundays at Christmas because, well, worship on Christmas
because Christmas doesn't usually fall on Sunday, right?

As we come to this time for joy and concerns, I'm wondering whether you have any
specific joys or concerns that you'd like us to be lifting up this morning.

You're welcome to just shout out a name or a circumstance, whatever you like. What's
going on that needs prayer? Amen.

Amen. Karen wants us to be in thanksgiving because God, from the beginning of time,
knew that he was going to send his son to save us. God has known the end from the
beginning and we celebrate that today.
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[13:01] Thank you, Karen. Others, other prayer requests this morning? Jobs.

And for all of those folks, for Melissa and for all of those folks who are in need of work, that
they will be blessed with that. Others today? Everybody's good?

Everybody's, the families and the neighborhoods and all the, everything's going okay?
Amen. Amen. But we are going to pray for all of those who are not so okay. We know that
there are many folks in our congregation and related to people in our congregation who
have various ailments and diseases, in particular cancers of all kinds.

And we want to be lifting them up and their families as well. Sam Matina is in the hospital
and he'll be there for a few days. So he's celebrating the holiday.

He's celebrating our holy day of thanksgiving to God from his hospital room. And so we
want to keep him and his family in our prayers as well. There are all kinds of things that
we want to be lifting up.

[14:20] The unrest in the world. All of the things that are troublesome to people. All of the things
that cause people to fear in this time where we celebrate with joy.

All of the people who don't have the joy of the Lord in their hearts because, for whatever
reason, they have not received Christ. We want to pray for all those folks. I'm going to
come to the rail.

You're welcome to join me. And I do have a prayer and we're going to pray just a little bit
differently today. There will be a couple of different sections to the prayer. And at one
point at the end of the section, you're going to hear me say, We pray to the Lord and you
will respond, Lord, hear our prayer.

You're welcome to join me either standing or kneeling at the rail as we go to the Lord in
prayer. Let us pray to God in Jesus' name for the needs of the whole world and all God's
people.

For peace upon the earth that Jesus came to save. For love and unity within the one
church he did build.

[15:44] For goodwill among all peoples, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. And
particularly at this time, let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed, the
sick and them that mourn, the lonely and all the unloved, the elderly and the little children,
and all who do not know the Lord Jesus, or those who do not love him, or who by sin have
grieved Jesus' heart of love.

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. And now, Lord, we'll just be silent before you
for a moment.

As you call to our minds those prayers of our hearts that we did not voice out loud, and we
lift them up to you silently. We pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer. Lastly, let us remember all those who rejoice with us. But upon
another shore, and in greater light that multitude, which no one can number, whose hope
was in the word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we are forevermore one.

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. These prayers and praises we humbly offer up
to the throne of heaven, and ask for God's blessing upon us, that our worship would be a
blessing to God.

[18:00] Amen. Amen. Our worship service, in terms of the lesson and the message today, is going
to be an old-fashioned service of lessons and carols.

And it might be something some of us are more accustomed to than others. We're going
to do a lot of singing. There are going to be a couple of responsive readings that you're
going to join in with.
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You don't have to stand up for everything. As a matter of fact, don't stand up for anything if
you don't feel like it. It's Christmas morning, and we want to keep it nice and light, nice and
easy.

But we will be continuing in our worship to the Lord as we hear the message of Christmas,
the message of God's love for us, through the scriptures and through the carols.

Let's pray. Beloved in Christ, this Christmas day, it is our duty and delight to prepare
ourselves to hear again the message of the angels and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem
and see this thing which has come to pass and the babe lying in a manger.

[19:19] Therefore, let us again hear from the Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God
from the first day of our sin until the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child.

Let us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise. The Almighty God bless
us with divine grace. Christ, give us the joys of everlasting life.

and unto the fellowship of the citizens above. May the King of angels bring us all. Amen.
Let's have our first carol.

Love came down at Christmas. Love, oh, love, love, love, love, love, divine.

Love came down at Christmas. Love, oh, love, love divine.

[20:26] Love was born at Christmas. Love was born at Christmas. Love was born at Christmas.
Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead. Worship we the Godhead. Love incarnate, love divine.

Worship we our Jesus. Love we're with our sacred side.

Love shall be our token. Love be yours and love be mine.

Love to God and all man. Love be mine.

[21:30] and gift and sign. But the Lord God called to the man, Where are you?

He answered, I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.
And he said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?

The man said, The woman you put here with me, she gave me some fruit from the tree,
and I ate. Then the Lord God said to the woman, What is this you have done?

The woman said, The serpent deceived me, and I ate. To Adam God said, Because you
listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, you must
not eat from it.

Cursed is the ground because of you. Through painful toil you will eat food from it all the
days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of
the field.

[22:55] By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you will return. and we will turn to the
seventh■ soul.

And you will run and of course all you will belong in your ministry. The vine of Guilification
and the fruit of your sistema and the fruit of your family put your recognizable by the
investors in this woman and the fruit of your familyily They will part of your dream for the
Magical Company and the waters of the Mark on the Wall window.

And only water will come with fruit of your heart and the fruit of your Gladys On theatto
keluar quicker Lifted Jesus, born to set thy people free.

From our fears and sins release us. Let us fight our rest in thee.

Israel strength and consolation. Hope above the earth, the heart.
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[24:07] Dear desire of every nation. Joy of every running crowd.

Born thy people to deliver. Born a child and yet a king.

Born to reign in us forever. Let thy gracious kingdom ring.

By thine own eternal spirit. Who in all our hearts alone.

By thine own sufficient spirit. Praise us to thee.

[25:20] Thy God of all. The second lesson is found in Genesis chapter 22.

Verses 15 through 18. After Abraham had obeyed God's command. God promises
Abraham that his descendants. All the nations of the earth shall obtain God's blessing.

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said. I swear by
myself, declares the Lord. That because you have done this. And have not withheld your
son. Your only son.

I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky.
And as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies. And through your offspring.

All nations on earth will be blessed. Because you have obeyed me. And their story will be
blessed.

[26:17] A smoke which Okelehem■■. A Shriv'agam!

And A some captive Israel that mourns in all the exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice!

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O the Lord shall come to thee, O Israel. And order all things far and nigh to us the path of
the poet's show and close us in our ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

[28:03] O O O O King Let it come and open wide our heavenly heart.

The Baptist of the River is the free. And the world can see the history.

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, and shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, desire, let ancient find. All people in one heart and mind.

How dost thou brought us home tonight? Deliver us from heaven and peace, right?

[29:31] Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.

The third lesson is found in the book of the prophet Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 2, 6, and 7.

The prophet announces the birth of a king to Israel, God's people who were in darkness.
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the land of
deep darkness, a light has dawned.

For unto us a child is born. Unto us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace, there will be no end. He will reign on
David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever.

[30:47] The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. And then our response to this verse of
scripture, this portion of scripture, will be the Canticle of Light and Darkness.

We're going to do it as a unison reading, all together. But it begins with the last line of O
Come, All Ye Faithful, and ends with the last line of O Come, All Ye Faithful.
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Sing that with us. Are you going to play it once, Kate? Or are you going to go in? We're
going in. Okay. O Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

We look for light, but find darkness. For brightness, but walk in gloom. We grope like those
who have no eyes.

We stumble at noon as in twilight. If I say, let only darkness cover me, and the light about
me be night.

[31:59] Even the darkness is not dark to you. The night is as bright as day. For darkness is as
light to you.

Bless be your name, O God, forever. You reveal deep and mysterious things. You are
light, and in you is no darkness.

Our darkness is passing away, and already the true light is shining. O come, let us adore
Him, Christ the Lord.

The fourth lesson is found in the book of the prophet Isaiah, chapter 11, verses 1 through
4a and 6 through 9.

The king is coming, and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor, and peace for all of
God's creation. A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse.

[33:27] From his roots a branch will bear fruit. The spirit of the Lord will rest on him. The spirit of
wisdom and of understanding.

The spirit of counsel and of might. The spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord. And he
will delight in the fear of the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears.
But with righteousness he will judge the needy.

With justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. The wolf will live with the lamb.
The leopard will lie down with the goat.

The calf and the lion and the yearling together. And the little child will lead them. The cow
will feed with the bear. Their young will lie down together.

[34:26] And the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the cobra's den. And the
young child will put its hand into the viper's nest.

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain. For the earth will be filled with
the knowledge of the Lord.

As the waters cover the sea. The royal holy mutant.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see the light.

Above the deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by.

[35:30] Let in life our dreams shine, the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, hath gathered all above.

While heart asleep the angels keep their watch upon begun.

O morning stars together proclaim the lonely night.

[36:30] And praise and sing to God the King, and peace to all earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given.

So God imparts in human hearts, the blessings of his heaven.

How many may hear his calling, but in this world of sin.

Where meek souls will receive him still, for their pride and travail.
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[37:32] The holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.

Cast out our sin again through him. be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell.

Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord, amen. Amen.

The fifth lesson is found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 1, verses 26 through 35, and verse
38. The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will give birth to God's
promised son, who is to be king of kings, and whose kingdom shall never end.

[38:46] In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant
of David.

The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, Greetings, you who are
highly favored. The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

But the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God. You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob's descendants forever.

His kingdom will never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel, since I am a virgin?
The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you.

[39:53] So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. I am the Lord's servant, Mary
answered. May your word to me be fulfilled. Then the angel left her.

Our response. Is Mary's response to all of this when she goes to visit Elizabeth and the
baby in Elizabeth's womb leaps for joy, knowing that the mother of her Savior has come.

This side of the congregation is number one. This side of the congregation is number two.
You're going to have to talk louder. Everybody says all.

All is all. All is everybody. Ready? The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. All flesh shall
see it together.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God, my Savior, who has
looked with favor on me, a lowly servant.

[41:07] From this day, all generations shall come to us. The Almighty has done great things for
me, and holy is the name of the Lord, whose mercy is on those who fear God from
generation to generation.

God has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.

God has filled the hungry for the things, and set the rich and people away. God has come
to the aid of Israel, the chosen servant, remembering the promise of mercy, the promise
made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. All flesh shall see it together. The sixth lesson is
found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2, verses 1 through 7.

Against the backdrop of oppressive emperors, unaffordable taxes, and great social unrest,
Jesus is born. In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world.

[42:54] This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and
everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth, in Galilee, to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David.
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He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him, and was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son.

She wrapped him in swaddling cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no
guest room available for them. Away in a manger, no grip or a bath, A little Lord Jesus laid
down in sweet head, A sun in the sky looked down where he lay, A little Lord Jesus asleep
on the bay,

The cattle all lowing, the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

Oh, lovely Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, And stay, my God, I pray, Till morning is
nigh.

[45:09] Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay. Hope's by me forever, And home me, I pray,
And so the dear children In thy tender hair, And bid us for heaven To live with thee there.

The seventh lesson is found in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 2, verses 8 through 16. The
shepherds go to see the Savior of the world lying in a manger.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.

But the angel said to them, Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you.

He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you. You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests.

[46:53] When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby who was lying in the
manger. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing are the plains, and the mountains
and in high, echoing their joy and strength.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, Gloria, who
was the days of their dear grand, Shutrap thew pots from his hand, Gloria, Netflix,
Gloria,■ine, and estates Lord, and alam■ lah, shepherds, let us see, when our joyous He
Ready, will rise our blood But the joyous Spaces from our God Let us see, Horn of the tart
breath.

Andißtis, let us hear, As the mud and seamport Call the lands ■■■ ballistic by the love
While our joyous Endevinosh Witches are your heavenly soul.

Gloria in excelsis they are.

[49:04] Gloria in excelsis they are.

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ Jesus and the angels sing.

The altar of Bethlehem, Christ's altar will be on thee.

Gloria in excelsis they are.

Gloria in excelsis they are.

[50:25] The heaven of angels laid. For the hearts of angels praise.

Mary Joseph, let your aid. For the hearts of angels praise.

Gloria in excelsis they are. Gloria in excelsis they are. Gloria in excelsis they are.
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Gloria in excelsis they are.

Gloria in excelsis they are.

[51:27] The eighth lesson is found in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 2, verses 1-11. The wise
men follow a star to find the child of Jesus, the King of the Israelites.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem and asked, Where is the one who has been born King of the
Jews?

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. When King Herod heard this,
he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.

When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. In Bethlehem, in Judea, they replied, for
this is what the prophet has written.

But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah. For out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.

[52:30] Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, Go and search carefully for the child.

As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him. After they
had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star that they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child,
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. When they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar, Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Bealed and mountain, More and mountain, Following yonder star.

Oh, star of wonder, Star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, Westward leading still,
Proceeding guide us to Thy perfect light.

[54:26] Born a king on Bethlehem's plain, Gold I bring to crown him again, King forever, King
forever, King forever, Over a song to reign.

Oh, star of wonder, Star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, Westward leading still,
Westward leading still, Proceeding guide us to Thy perfect light.

Frankincense to offer To offer To offer To offer To offer To offer ■e by edge challenges to
The true scholarship, of wonder, sun of night, star with royal beauty bright, westward
leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

The ninth lesson is taken from John chapter 1 verses 1 through 14.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning.

[56:37] Through Him all things were made. Without Him nothing was made that has been made.
In Him was light, and that light was the light of all mankind.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man
sent from God whose name was John.

He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through Him all might
believe. He Himself was not the light.

He came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not
recognize Him. He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.
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[57:38] Yet, to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.

God, we have seen His glory. We have seen His glory. The glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. God, I think we need to stand for this one
as we are able.

God, I think we are able to stand for this one as we are able to stand for this one as we
are the Lord.

[58:51] The glory of the Lord is the Lord is the Lord. The glory of the Lord is the Lord is the Lord.
For the Lord is the Lord, the soul that we are headed to time to■■.

God bless our Lord. Lord have me open, heaven beanie and as have your heart hanging.

Lord have you congregation, Lord have you so bright. Amen.

Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen.

[62:09] Amen. We have heard the word of God through the scriptures.

we have heard the word of God through the Psalms. We have heard the gospel presented
to us. This is our heritage as Christians.

This is the liturgy of the church. This is the message of salvation in Jesus Christ for each
and every one of us.

What will you do with it? Will you simply say, that was nice of God to do that for us.

We were a mess and God sent Jesus and that's good because now I'm saved and
everything's fine. I can just go on with my life. Will you let it, this message of God, this love
that God has for you, will you let it sink into your heart?

[63:36] Will you allow it to transform you, to change you? God had an intention for each one of us,
for each and every one that God created.

sin got in the way. Sin caused the troubles of the world.

Sin caused the troubles between people. Sin caused a break in relationship between the
people God made and God himself.

sin caused the troubles of the people. Sin caused the troubles of the people. But Jesus.
Jesus has come and made it possible for us to be transformed, to be restored to the
original intention of God's creation.

God has known each of us from the beginning of time. I am here to tell you today that God
loved you and God loves you.

[64:49] Each and every one of you so much that he sent his own son to live among human
beings, to be everything we need so that we can become God's children.

Adopted into the family of God. You know what happens when you're adopted? I have my
sister adopted two children.

Her husband's children. Their mother had died. This was many, many years ago. And
when my sister and the two children and my brother-in-law stood before the judge and the
decision was made and all the papers were signed and everything was complete, my
sister became their mother.

Those children became her children. As if they had been born from her body, they
became hers.
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When we choose Christ, we are adopted into the family of God. Signed, sealed, and
delivered.

[66:12] Isn't it amazing? We become God's children so we can have the hope of God's salvation,
so we can have the peace that is beyond anything anyone can understand, so we can
have the inner joy that is beyond the best happiness we could possibly imagine, that can
only come from God and God's everlasting love.

Completely faithful love. Always with us. Love. As we continue into the time of celebrating
Holy Communion, take a moment to consider a relationship with God.

Don't let this Christmas go by in whatever way might be ordinary for you. Begin anew. Like
a baby in a manger, beginning to see and experience the beautiful world God has made
with new faith, with restored faith, faith in the God of creation and the Son, our Savior, that
our great God has sent.

And for those who are there, for those who know Christ in that way, allow God to move in
your life more. Allow God to draw you closer.

Allow God to speak through you more boldly in this dark world. Everyone is welcome at
the table where we come to meet with Christ in the way that Jesus has told us to, to do
this in remembrance of Him.

[67:57] If you love God, repent of your sin and seek to live in peace as a disciple of Jesus Christ,
you are welcome at the table this morning. You do not need to be a member of this
church.

You do not need ever to have made any kind of confession of faith anywhere if today is
the day. that you are saying in your heart, I need to come to God.

I need to come to Jesus. Come this morning, come to the table. You are welcome. As I
said, we need to confess our sin though, right?

So let's pray. Heavenly Father, I have sinned. I have not loved you with my whole heart,
soul, mind, and strength.

I have not loved my neighbor as myself. Forgive me, Lord. Help me, Lord.

[69:01] I want to be your child. I want to go and shine your light in this dark world.

I want to be restored to the perfection you intended when you created me.

In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. All we need to do is go to God. Mean it from our hearts.

And we can say to one another, in the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. In the
name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. Now we celebrate.

We celebrate with God. We celebrate with Jesus. We celebrate with the Spirit. We
celebrate all that God has for us. The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[70:05] Lift up your hearts. We lift up your hearts. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right
to give our thanks and praise. It is right and a good and joyful thing always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in
your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away and our love
failed, your love remained steadfast.

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God and spoke to us
through your prophets. In the fullness of time, you gave us your only Son, Jesus Christ, to
be our Savior.

And at his birth, the angels sang, glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on
earth. And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

[71:13] Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Holy are you
and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to
Bethlehem and there and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem
and was despised and rejected.

As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, so by the baptism of his suffering, death,
and resurrection, you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and
death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the spirit.

As your word became flesh, born of a woman, on that night long ago, so on the night in
which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, he gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
and gave it to his disciples.

He said, take and eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me. And when the supper was over, he took the cup and gave you thanks and praise.

He gave it to his disciples. He said, drink from this, all of you. This is the cup of my blood,
the blood of the new covenant poured out for you, poured out for many, for the
forgiveness of sin.

[72:42] Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me. And so, in remembrance of these,
your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy
and living sacrifice in union with Christ's offering for us as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
gathered here. And on these gifts of bread and wine, make them be for us the body and
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other and one in ministry to all the
world until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all honor and
glory is yours, and the Holy Spirit. Now and forever. Amen.

Shall we pray together with the confidence of children of God to pray and the Holy Spirit?
Amen. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

[73:58] Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen. Those who are serving this morning, please come forward. If you don't know you're
serving this morning, come forward anyway. I actually need five people.

I need two on regular bread and one on gluten-free, which would be awesome. Praise
God. Thank you. Amen. It's so unusual that we have worship on Christmas.

Here's me. Whoo. Fall we do. It's so unusual, see. Bye. Yeah. Thank you.

[75:31] Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

[79:01] Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.
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Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. The earth and mercy vile, God and
sinners, God and sinners, Joyful all ye nations rise, Joyful triumph of the skies, Where the
terrible soul reign, Christ is on, In heaven and earth, Lord the herald angels sing, Glory to
the newborn King, Christ the highest heaven of the Lord, Christ the everlasting light,

[81:32] Late in time behold him come, All sweet love, The virgin's name, Ailed in flesh, The gallant
sea, Ailed in fire, colored in■λ Yah- said íx and father rich ■shim Littleam gon Innovam
faith inJshimsam Jesus dawnelu■■ orank Where all these will sing, glory to the newborn
King.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, hail the Son of Righteousness.

Light and light to all He brings, risen with healing in His peace.

Milding His tears so be bright, on the grave of all I die.

For to Jesus from the earth, born to give a second birth.

[83:04] Our herald angels sing, O angel, the newborn King.

God touches each of us in a unique way whenever we open ourselves up to Him. Be in
prayer. Seek God.

God loves you dearly. As you go, may the Lord bless you and treat you. May the Lord
make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and grant you love and joy and peace.

God's peace that passes all understanding. Let it guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. And let your light shine in darkness.

Amen. God is the Lord God's grace. Our Father is a great Messiah. Our Father is a great
Messiah.

[84:11] Amen. We are a great Messiah. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.


