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Thank you.
Thank you.
Thank you. It's too late. Too early. I've got to wait.

Thank you. Thank you. If you're new to our church, please pick up a welcome folder that's
at the connection site or the welcome and information desk.

We'd like to know you are here, so everyone, please put your name on the friendship card
you'll find in the bulletin. If you would like to receive the church newsletter or need an
update of any information, please be sure to fill out the address, email, and phone
number.

On the back, you can write prayer concerns, blessings, or notes to the staff. Please enjoy
our service and have a blessed day. Good morning, everybody. This is the day that the
Lord has made. We'll rejoice and be glad.

This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us pray.

Lord, we come into your presence this day to offer our praises, to offer ourselves to you in
praise and in worship of you and to glorify you. We pray that you'll come and dwell among
us and give us your spirit that we may experience you in a powerful way. Lord, accept our
worship this day and always in Jesus's name. Amen.

I'd like to invite you all to stand, if you're able, as we sing together, Come Ye Thankful
People, Come. Come Ye Thankful People, Come. Praise the song of harvest hope. All is
safely gathered in the And the world's name. And the winter storms begin. God, the
maker, doth provide.

God, the maker, doth provide. For our wants to be supplied. Come to God's own temple
come. Praise the song of harvest hope.

God, the maker, doth provide. All the world is God's own field. Fruit, best praise to God we
yield. Weed and tares together song. Hard to joy or sorrow grow. First the blade and then
the ear. Then the fulcorn shall appear.

Lord, have promised grant that we Wholesome, great, and pure may be For the Lord our
God shall come And shall take the harvest home From the field shall lead that day All
offenses purge away Living angels charge at last In the fire the tears to cast But the fruitful
leaves to store In the garden evermore The Lord be with you.

And also with you. Please be seated. This morning in your bulletin you'll find a mission
moment offering. This goes to support the mission efforts of the United Methodist Church
around the world.

So this helps our denomination by putting little gifts together to do major things around the
world. So it's there for your consideration. Thank you. And here's a clipboard right now.
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The clipboard is for the hanging of the greens which is coming up on Sunday. And what
we do is we gather together as a church family and we have a very good time decorating
the church for Christmas.

So | invite you all to check that out and hopefully join us because we have a great time
and we could use your help. So today is Heritage Sunday which means that we'd like to
honor the people in our congregation who have made a really strong commitment to our
church.

Meaning these are the people that have been a member of Pendleton Center United
Methodist Church for the longest. So in honor of that as | call your name if you could
please stand if you're able and we would like to present you with Rose.

Thank you.

James Riggs, Marge Riggs, Sandy Roseland, Claudia Rowe, June Smith, Bev Spencer,
Vicki Spencer, and Marge Wurtenberger.

So can we give a round of applause for great appreciation for these people who have
made such a great commitment to our church. I'm also very thankful this morning for our
shoebox ministry.

The Operation Christmas Child wraps up today after the late service. We're going to have
all hands on tech. We're packing them all up and I'm thankful for everyone's help and all of
their participation in this great ministry that spreads the word of Jesus' salvation
throughout the world.

And I'd love to hear what you all are thankful for today. What did you come to praise? Yes.
All of you have been praying for a little baby that was born two pounds. Her name is Iris
Rose and she is doing great.

And the parents are thankful for the prayers and they said keep praying because she is
blossoming. Iris Rose, keep praying. She's doing great. Amen. Heather. Heather.
Wonderful.

She had a breakthrough at school. That's wonderful. Excellent. Anyone else want to
praise? As we enter into worship, we come with a thankful heart.

And so | invite you to reflect on God's goodness and the incredible blessings you have in
your life as you return your gifts, tithes, and offerings to the Lord. Amen. | am the Lord of
sea and sky.

| have heard my people cry All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will stay | will make the
stars of God | will make their darkness bright | will bear my light to them Whom shall |
stand?

Here lam Isit all | need Is it all | have heard | am calling in the night | will go on If you
leave me | will hold your people in my heart Have thine own way, Lord Have thine own
way Thou art the Father

| am the clay Hold me and make me After thy will While | am waiting Waiting, Lord Here |
am Here | am It is my Lord Here | am, Lord It is my Lord | have heard you calling in the
night I will go, Lord

Where you lead me | will hold your people in my heart | will hold your people in my heart
Here | am, Lord Here | am, Lord Here | am, Lord Here | am | will hold your people in my
heart What do you do?

For And at the moment When you are Yes Chapter Show it Artemis Western For ammmmj
Is it the heavenly host?

Is it the heavenly host? Amen. Lord, we thank you for your goodness, for the many
blessings in our lives, and we give back to you as a reflection of our love, of our gratitude,
of our incredible thanks to you.
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Lord, we pray that you will bless these gifts, that they may be a witness in the world, to
transform the world into your light and your love. Give us your wisdom, Lord, to use these
in ways that magnify your goodness and bring your grace and your peace.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. Please be seated. We have many concerns to share from
within our church family.

Continue, please, to pray for Joanna Popaleo, Jean Beeger, Jan Fay, and Jan Gertz, who
are all still recuperating from different things or in slow process of recovery.

Please pray for the Bobzine family. Louie Bobzine's mom passed away, so please keep
the Bobzine family in prayer. Please pray for Kristen Licata, who is experiencing health
concerns.

Pray for Dick Anderson, who is in the hospital still. And pray for Ashley Rosati's baby.
She's, the baby's experiencing health concerns and will be having to have surgery.

And pray for Amy Yurden, who was admitted into ICU last night. And | know that we have
many other concerns within this congregation.

So would anyone like to offer up anything that they'd like to have prayed for today? Judy.
There's a young lady who's 27 who had a stroke. Her name is Michelle. Please pray for
his healing.

But also her friend Lisa says God is not in his prayer. And we can hear you sad place. So
we're thanking Jesus for how the Holy Spirit will surround her with people to give her his
hope.

So pray for Michelle for healing and for Lisa, for a softened heart. Anyone else care? So
pray for Amy Deke, Karen's daughter, who's experiencing health concerns, that the pain
may go away.

And for more softened hearts and experiencing of the spirit. Anyone else? Yeah. Yeah.
Okay.

Okay. So please pray for the Lakata family, friends, and for Dave Lacey and his daughter.
Anyone else? Let's turn to the Lord.

Gracious and loving Lord, we come to you this day glorifying your name because you are
good, you are holy, you are righteous, and you are healer.

Lord, we pray that your hand will be upon those who are in need of physical healing. Lord,
we pray for those who are experiencing pain, that in the name of Jesus, the pain will be
gone.

Whatever is causing the pain will be healed. We pray for those experiencing different
types of diseases, that they will experience complete healing in your name.

Lord, we pray that your hand will be upon people who are experiencing all sorts of
physical ailments. That as they walk into surgeries and different treatments, Lord, that
you'll be with them.

You'll be with doctors. You'll be with nurses. And you'll bring healing, Lord, that we'll be
able to glorify you. Lord, we pray that your presence will be with people who are
experiencing problems with their health.

That they will experience you and be drawn closer to you. Be with families and friends.
Surround them with your love. Give everyone encouragement and strength.

Lord, we pray for families. We pray for friends. We pray for relationships. We pray the
brokenness, Lord, will be healed.

That there will be healing not only physically but emotionally, relationally, spiritually. That
hardened hearts will be softened. And that we will be able to participate with you in the
healing of people's souls.
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That people will be drawn closer to you through our witness. Lord, we pray for our
families. That you'll bring love and peace and grace. That as we gather together with
people that we love, that love will abound.

That hurt will be gone. We send healing to our families. Lord, we pray for people who are
experiencing financial issues. We pray that you'll give opportunity and wisdom.

Lord, we pray for those who are experiencing problems in discernment. We pray that you'll
give wisdom and direction. People who are struggling with making decisions, Lord, we
pray that you'll set them on your path.

Lord, we pray for people who are experiencing problems with their backs and problems
with their stomachs. Lord, we pray your hand upon them that healing will occur. Lord, we
thank you for what you're doing in the lives of your people.

And we pray that your hand will continue to be upon this church and this church family.
That you will continue to lead us and that we may continue to follow. Abandoning anything
that we want for ourselves and moving in powerful ways as witnesses in the world.

In whatever direction you lead us, give us your courage. Give us your strength to do
whatever it takes in your name. Lord, we thank you for what you're doing in the lives of all
of us.

We thank you for your peace and your presence. And we pray that you'll continue to dwell
within us and among us. That you will draw us closer to you and closer to one another.

Lord, we thank you for the healing you're doing with us physically, mentally, emotionally,
spiritually, relationally. We thank you, Lord. Because we're proclaiming healing in all
areas.

In the name and authority of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. Now let's hear from
the Lord of the Lord. Good morning.

Good morning. Good morning.
Good morning.

Then Moses said to them, No one is to keep any of it until morning. However, some of
them paid no attention to Moses. They kept part of it until morning, but it was full of
maggots and began to smell.

So Moses was angry with them. Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needed,
and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. On the sixth day, they gathered twice as
much, two omers for each person, and the leaders of the community came and reported
this to Moses.

He said to them, This is what the Lord commanded. Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a
holy Sabbath to the Lord. So bake what you want to bake, and boil what you want to boil.

Save whatever is left, and keep it until morning. So they saved it until morning as Moses
commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it.

Eat it today, Moses said, because today is a Sabbath to the Lord. You will not find any of it
on the ground today. Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath,
there will not be any.

Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found
none. Then the Lord said to Moses, How long will you refuse to keep my commands and
my instructions?

Bear in mind that the Lord has given you the Sabbath. That is why on the sixth day, he
gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where he is on the seventh day.

No one is to go out. So the people rested on the seventh day. This is the word of our Lord.
Thank you, Amy.
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Some of you might be saying, didn't | hear this story last week? Yes. This is man of part
two, if you will. We're looking at something different. Last week, we were talking about
how we need to participate in the work of the dream that God has for our lives if we want
to make it happen.

Today, we have to talk about avoiding temptation. Temptation. Tfoundation. Temptation.
Temptation. Temptation. Temptation. Temptation. Temptation.

TOOself. in construction. | dropped off two notches on my belt. | was feeling good and
healthy. | knew that | was going to ace these tests, you know. And | walked into his office.
He said, you get here, you get here. Cholesterol is good. Dude, what's going on with the
sugar?

And | said, oh, come on. Come on. Can't | just pass one of those tests just once? Yes.
You want to blame the tests? In fact, he did. He said, sometimes the tests are wrong.

He gave me an out. | couldn't believe it. But | don't know that the tests were wrong. The
truth is, God gives us the answers for a healthy life if we listen to him. Just like those TV
commercials about all the drugs. Have you ever noticed it at the end? They always say,
with proper diet and exercise. If we could do the proper diet and exercise, we wouldn't
need the pills, right? Hebrews chapter 12 and verse 10 says to us, God disciplines us for
our good in order that we may share in his holiness. And that's our verse for today. God
disciplines us for our good. He gives us lessons to teach us what we need to be healthy.
Even in this story, it says, if we eat an omer of manna and some quail each day, we'll be
good. Everybody good with that? You got an omer of manna somewhere? Do you even
know what an omer is? In other words, if you eat about two or three pounds a day,
nutritionally, you should be well off.

They went out and they gathered what they needed. Some gathered more, some
gathered less, but they all got what they needed. Because that's part of the problem we
have. Our need feeds us. Our wants kill us. So the first lesson we have is that we need to
learn how to do what will help us, not what will hurt us. Six days, it says, you'll work. You
need to work. It's good for you. | found that since I've been doing more physical work, I'm
feeling healthier.

It's true. And it didn't say go out and work a day here or there. It said six days you go out

to work. That's a lot of work. In fact, he created a world in which they had to go out every

day. Did you notice that? Because if they didn't go out in the morning, they didn't eat. Can
you imagine that? If you don't get up and work in the morning, you get no food.

That would motivate some people. Some people not so much. The number one problem
in our culture, though, is not just that we don't eat right or we don't work right, but that we
get all stressed out nowadays about everything. We have more anxieties and more work.

worries, even though we have an abundance of all the things that the culture of this world
has tried to attain. Because we really don't know how to properly rest. | mean, just take a
day. No chores. No going on the computer. No figuring stuff out. Have you ever watched
one of those old movies and you get about halfway through it and you're thinking, why am
| watching this movie? Anybody ever do that? And you have enough time to watch it to the
end anyways?

That kind of a day. Could you imagine a day of rest like that where you just let your body,
let your mind, let your world relax? That's what the Sabbath is supposed to be. One day
off.

There was no manna on the Sabbath. On Friday, which is the day before the Sabbath,
because you know you're not Sabbath worshipers. They came last night. You guys
worship on the Lord's Day. The Sabbath is Saturday. So on Friday, they gathered twice as
much because there'd be no manna on the Sabbath.
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Why would God bless us to break his rules? Why would God give us blessings to go out
and do what we're not supposed to do? So they finally rested. And in doing so, in doing
so, they kept it holy.

See, now that's one of the other pieces. The Sabbath isn't just about resting. Jesus said,
people don't live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.
We need to do more than just rest. We need to actually remember God. Now, I've had a
problem lately that I've realized.

| have no idea when TV shows are on TV anymore. Does anybody else have this
problem? | used to know that, you know, on Monday night, this show is on, and on
Thursday this night, and on Saturday this... | have no idea when any of these TV shows
are on. | just turn on the TV and look to see what's on.

Anybody else do this? You can always find the pickers on there, you know? And Shark
Tank is on all over the place. If you have to, you can fall back on that. But now you can go
on demand and watch whatever you want, whenever you want. So who cares when
anything's on? | used to keep my calendar almost by knowing when things... | don't know.
And so I've forgotten. That's what happens if we don't keep a time holy for God. We
forget. People say to me, well, | got out of the habit of church. Well, of course.

Habits are good. We don't just come to church because it's a habit. But when we get in
that habit, it makes us healthier in our relationship with God. We want to be blessed by
God. Amen?

But do we want to take the time to do what God wants us to do? We don't. Because we're
tempted. We're tempted by so many things. And we forget that God has given us the
answers to everything. But we have to take time to remember Him and to thank Him for
what He's already given us. So this Thursday, we're going to eat this gluttonous feast of
food, so much food, that we're going to be so full, we're not going to know what to do with
all of that, right?

We're going to have to unbuckle those extra belt spots to make room for the food in our
bellies. Because that's what Thanksgiving is. A gluttonous feast to see how much we can
stuff inside our bellies, right? Thanksgiving is supposed to be a day that we give thanks.
Yeah. There's a concept.

Now the interesting part is, is Thanksgiving is a holiday created by the government. |
mean, we've taken our religious holidays of Christmas and Easter and turned them into
something completely bizarre. But the one day that the government created for us to think
about God is the closest we get to being truly focused on God. At least we remember to
thank God for what He's done.

Because if we forget God, if we forget the blessings of God, if we forget what God's about,
then we're never going to get to the dream that God plans for us.

When we disobey God, why would we believe, why would we expect to live into the dream
that God intended for us? And God intended a special dream for each of our lives. Each of
us has something particular for each of us individually to be in this world that God
intended. Our problem is we want to, we want God to bless what we want to do when God
is already prepared to bless what He wants us to do.

So they went out and they collected up the manna and they were blessed. But when they
disobeyed God, they ended up with rotten manna. And we have the same thing. Because
sin has consequences. When we do the things that are in disobedience to God, we end
up becoming broken. We don't end up with the dream that God wants for us. We become
filled with disappointment, anxiety, stress, health problems.

The problems. The problems | have with my health have nothing to do with the doctor. All
he does is point out to me where my feelings are. And | wish he wouldn't, but he does. |
didn't used to go to the doctor. You know, | had an easy way to take care of cholesterol
and sugar and all that stuff.
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| just never got it checked. Right? But then | didn't realize what damage | was doing. So
God gives us rules so that we have something to check by, something that we can pay
attention to. God gives us rules for our benefit. As Mark says, the Sabbath was made for
people, not people for the Sabbath.

God didn't create these rules to hurt us. He created these rules to help us. But if we won't
live by them, if we live into the temptation, then we can almost be guaranteed that it'll lead
to destruction.

Right at the beginning of the Bible, when he was talking to Cain, God said, why are you
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what's right, won't you be accepted? But if
you do not do what's right, sin is crouching at your door and its desire is to have you.

But we must rule over it. Rules. We don't like rules, do we? But the rules are designed to
help us.

So temptation is our problem this week. But the answer is something most people don't
want to even think about. Discipline. See, | don't even want to show it to you. Discipline.
Discipline. Doing what God wants. Moses didn't get angry simply because the people
went out and did something wrong. He got angry because he was so frustrated and
disappointed with them. He knew what was good for them.

I'm going to tell you why | didn't have a good test when | went to see the doctors because |
know why. | really do. About 11 o'clock, 11.30 at night, pretty much every night, | would go
out to the kitchen and get myself an ice cream sandwich or I'd get myself some other little
dessert that | found or something that one of you gave to me here at church as you were
saying to me, Pastor Tom, you shouldn't eat too much sweets. Take one of these.

It's an occupational hazard sometimes, you know. | know. The reason | have a problem is
because | didn't have the discipline. And my wife would say to me, you shouldn't eat that.
Do you think she was doing that because she didn't want me to enjoy sweets? She was
doing it because she cared about me. She loved me.

And that's why Moses was giving them rules. That's why God gives us rules. Hebrews
tells us God disciplines us for our good. For our good. God gives you rules for your good
so that you might share in his wholeness, his holiness, the sense of being whole and
complete and being the person you're supposed to be.

In verse 28, God himself speaks. And he says, How long will you refuse to keep my
commands and my instructions?

And you know what the truth of the answer is to that? Pretty much forever. | can't help it. |
like sweet stuff. And when | see it, | want to eat it.

It's a struggle I've been going through for years. Just like a lot of things we wrestle with in
life. We disobey God. In fact, we really can't help it.

Because part of our brokenness as people is that we're susceptible to temptation which
leads to sin. 1 John says to us, If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves.

The truth isn't in us. Now maybe you overcome one sin, but then something else seems to
appear in your life. Have you noticed that? God shows you something else you've got to
work on.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves. And the truth isn't in us. If we confess
our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

We call that grace. See, the good news is that we can get grace. God gives us a new
beginning.
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Later on in the service, someone is going to say to you, Today, your sins are forgiven.
That means everything and anything you've ever done wrong in your entire life, from the
day you were born to this day, everything you've done wrong, God will no longer hold
against you.

Isn't that cool? It's like a fresh start. When | go in to see the doctor and he tells me what
I've done wrong, it gives me an opportunity to make a fresh beginning, a new start, a
do-over.

You see, God's intention is not to push us away. God's intention is to draw us in. God
didn't take the people who went out to collect too much manna and ended up with rotten
manna and say, That's it. You're out of here forever.

You're dead. He just gave them rotten manna. And a new day, the next day, to try and get
it right again.

When | mess up on my diet, my wife doesn't kick me out of the house. She gives me a
look like she's disappointed. She gives me a look like she doesn't value me as much.

And she doesn't respect me as much. And she's worried about our future together. But
she still loves me. And God does the same with us.

But he calls us to do something more, something better. Just because we have grace
doesn't mean that it's an excuse to do whatever we want. At the end of my visit with the
doctor, he gave me pills.

Right? Pills that are supposed to help me with my sugar. Now, you know what people
think those pills are for? They're to make it possible for you to eat as much of that sugar
as you want and not have to worry about it.

| don't have to worry about sugar. | got the pills! | talked to a doctor in Florida who's a
friend of mine. He said, Tom, those pills are to give you a chance.

He said, here's what's going to happen. If you keep pushing this thing, in about 10 years,
you're going to have to start using needles. And then your feet are going to have
problems.

And then your eyesight is going to start to fail. All because you can't resist a treat at night.
He said, it's your choice.

What the pills are there to do is to give you an opportunity to try to go back to the
beginning and start again. But it's up to you. And that's what grace is.

Grace is meant to give us an opportunity to do a do-over. But discipline, which we gain
from God, the ability through the Holy Spirit, the power of God, gives us the ability to
overcome sin.

But we have to, we have to allow it to work. It's important in our lives. About 15 years ago,
| went to a conference out in Ohio.

And there was a guy there that was about 10 years older than me. So he's about five
years younger than | am now. Give you an idea, right? And | looked at him, and | thought,
man, this guy is buff.

Right? And | looked at me, and | went, oh man, dude, you're having problems here.
Maybe you don't remember 15 years ago, but this is kind of what | looked like 15 years
ago.

I have not fixed it all. | just told you that. But I'm better today than 15 years ago.

I'm actually healthier now than | was when | was 15 years younger. And you know why |
did that? You know why | did that?
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| did that for you. | know that might sound weird, but here's the point. How do | stand up
here in front of you and talk about you having to have spiritual disciplines when you can
obviously look at me and | don't have physical discipline?

So how can | talk to you about discipline | don't have? Have | perfected it? No! | still sneak
an ice cream sandwich, but | don't eat eight of them in a day.

I have a Christmas cookie this season and I'll have one or two at every party and | go to
20 of them, but | won't have five or eight at every party.

Do you get it? | don't drink that liquid sugar anymore. When I'm full, | stop eating.

This is huge, by the way, because you know, my generation, some of you remember this?
You clean up your plate, don't leave anything on it. That's crazy. If you're full, stop eating.

In fact, | eat too fast, so | have to actually stop in the middle of my eating just to make sure
that my stomach is full or not. And what has that done? That's gotten me on the way.

See, discipline and what we call in the church sanctification or growing closer to God,
becoming more of what God wants us to be, it works over time if we stay with it.

Can you look back at your life 15 years ago and see where you've made progress? God
wants us to be healthy. He loves us enough to even make it difficult for us to do what's
hurtful in our lives.

do we trust that God? Why do we feel we need to go out and break God's rules? Why did
they go out on the Sabbath?

Do they trust God so little? Hebrews says God disciplines us for our good so that we can
be a part of His wholeness, His holiness.

grace gives us a hew day, a new beginning. But that new beginning is not an excuse for
our lives to be out of control.

We can go through this life thinking we've got everything in order and missing the point of
what we're supposed to be doing like Thanksgiving Day.

With four times the resolution, nothing is more captivating.

| like football. too. Go Sabres. | like hockey too. Go Bulls. | even like basketball. But what's
the point of Thanksgiving?

What's the point of life? There's a parable Jesus tells in the book of Luke in chapter 6
where it says that a man went out and looked at one of his fig trees in his garden and it
wasn't producing any figs.

Lots of leaves, lots of growth, no figs. And so he said to the gardener, cut it down. Why
should it take up the soil? Why should it even be here?

See, somewhere along the line we can miss the whole point. The point of this life is get to
the next one. God wants you to be here.

God wants you to just take up the soil. God wants you to do the very thing you can do in
life that God wants you to do that will make your life into something incredible.

God doesn't want you to just take up the soil. God wants you to do something absolutely
incredible, absolutely astounding, and particularly for you.

Yes, the goal of this life is to get to the next one, but it's also to live through this one in
such a way that God will say to us, well done, good and faithful servant.

In Corinthians chapter 3, it says to us, if anyone builds on this foundation using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, their work will be shown for what it is because
the day will bring it to light.
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It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's work,
depending on what you do with your life. The fire will determine whether it's something
that lasts forever with God, or whether it's something that will be burned up.

If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it's burned up, the
builder will suffer loss, but yet will be saved, even though only as one escaping through
the flames.

Or in other words, you might be fortunate. Maybe, maybe, you'll get the glory just through
the love and grace of God. But do you want to go to glory stinking of smoke?

Do you want to go to glory embarrassed at what your life was? Do you want to go to glory
saying, | couldn't, | couldn't resist the temptation, God?

Or do you want to go to glory saying, | did my best? But | could. I'm not perfect, but | do
know that I'm going towards perfection.

Do you think that the worst thing I've done in my life is eat a cupcake? | know you know
that's not true because I've told you that. And | don't even tell you the worst of my life.

Why would 1? We don't need to do that with each other. But | know that every time | see
something that's wrong in my life, that's broken, that's sinful, that breaks my heart, when |
work on it, God gives me the ability to overcome that brokenness and move on to
something better.

And he shows me something else to work on. | get that. But at least little by little, I'm
getting there. The goal isn't just to live healthy.

The goal is to be a part of what God's decided to bless in your life. Thanksgiving is
coming. Oh, the day that it should be.

We will eat this huge feast and some people think that's what Thanksgiving is all about.
Have you ever read about the first Thanksgiving?

People call the pilgrims. Because of their faith in God, they were kicked out of England,
persecuted, some of them killed. They went to Europe where they also were rejected.

And so they rented a boat called the Mayflower to come over to this continent. But the
people who owned the Mayflower ripped them off three times.

They had to keep going back and forth and back and forth. And by the time they got over
here, it was October. They had very little supplies left in the boat.

They had no place to live. They threw together a crummy little shelter. And the Mayflower
went back to Europe. And 102 of them stayed here.

And in the next three months, 51 of those people died. 51 of those people died. Can you
imagine watching half the people you've loved for these years die?

They finally got to the summer where they started to get some food together. And by the
fall, they decided that it was good to thank God that they were still alive.

Not thank God that they could eat a turkey this big. Not thank God that they could eat so
much they could roll around on the floor in pain because of it. Not thank God because
their football team won that day.

They thanked God because they were alive. By the way, the guys went out and did the
hunting to get the food. The women cooked. Do you know how many women lived?

Four. Four women. That's all that was alive in that colony. But they thanked God. For the
blessing that God brought them through the storm.

Discipline sometimes is hard. God's goal is to draw us back to Him. Right now, you know,
we live in a world where we don't even sometimes know how to walk through all this
temptation.
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My grandson comes over and he looks in the cupboards and in the refrigerator of my
house and he says, there's no food in this house. Really? The pilgrims could have lived for
a year on my food.

Do we thank God? Do we live into the blessings God intends for us? Are we willing to give
up what will make us feel good today so that we can be the people God expects of us
tomorrow?

tomorrow. I'm afraid that we people are headed for a wilderness because if we can't get
our act together and the blessings God gave to us, He has to send us back out into the
wilderness otherwise He doesn't love us.

That's what discipline is. If you can't follow the rules, God has to make you or He doesn't
love you and He does love you. But | think we have a different opportunity that in the midst
of the blessing, we can bless God.

We can show God what it can be and we can make amazing things happen in this world.
It's not that hard. Not giving up a lot. | can get by without the ice cream sandwich.

| can get by without the temptations if it means that God will make my life and what | know
will be a blessing. Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, Worship His holy name.

Sing like ever before, O my soul, I'll worship your holy name.

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning. It's time to sing your song again.

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, let me be singing when evening comes.
Let the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name.

Sing like ever before, O my soul, I'll worship your holy name.

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger. Your name is great and your heart is tied.
For all your goodness | will keep on singing. Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name.

Sing like never before, O my soul, I'll worship your holy name.

And on that day when my strength is failing, My strength was near and my time has gone.

Still my soul will sing your praise on ending. Ten thousand years and forevermore. Ten
thousand years and forevermore.

I will sing and forevermore. | will sing your holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my
soul, O my soul, worship His holy name.

Sing like never before, O my soul, | wish your holy name.
| wish your holy name. | wish your holy name. sé Job You're the new name.

Reach outabil Dateline Sometimes | think What will people say of me When I'm only just a
memory When I'm home where my soul belongs Was | love No one else would show up
Was | Jesus to the least of us Was my worship more than just a song | want to live like
that And give it all | have

So let it everything | say and do Points to you And you're coming to you | am And this is
where I'll stand Recklessly abandoned Never holding back | want to live like that | want to
live like that Am | proof If you are who you say you are But they can really change your
heart Do | live like your love is true People ask If they live that don't know thy name Is
there evidence that I've been to change

And they see me here They see you | want to live like that And give it all | have So let
everything | say and do Points to you You love is who | am And this is where | stand
Recklessly abandoned Never holding back | want to live like that | want to live like that |
want to live like that | want to live like that And give it all | have | want to live like that
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And give it all | have And give it all | have To learn everything | say and do Points to you
You love is who | am And this is where I'll stand Recklessly abandoned Never holding
back | want to live like that | want to live like that | want to live like that Amen Amen You
know, when Christ forgives our sins When we accept Christ into our lives We become a
new creation

We have to walk in that We've got to move toward that We've got to participate With the
spirit in that Which means giving up What we want And going for what God wants And we
all know The things that God wants us Not to be doing We all know it And yet we decide to
do that anyways And so As we move toward a table of grace Where God offers
forgiveness | ask you to do a prayer of confession Along with me As we set ourselves
back On the right track Won't you pray Lord, I'm a sinner | need your grace Forgive my
sins Set me on your path Show me my sins That | may walk away from them In your
strength To reveal your glory In Jesus' name we pray Amen

Hear the good news Christ died for us While we were yet sinners And this proves God's
love For you and for me In the name of Jesus Christ Your sins are forgiven In the name of
Jesus Christ Your sins are forgiven Glory to God Amen And now as confident Children of
God Let's greet one another With the peace of the Holy Spirit Ones

You are my strength when | am weak You are the treasure that | seek You are my all in all
Seeking you as a precious tool Lord, to give up | be a fool You are my all in all Taking my
sin, my cross, my shame Rising again, | bless your name

You are my all in all When | fall down, you pick me up When | am dry, you fill my cup You
are my all in all Jesus, Lamb of God Worthy is your name Jesus, Lamb of God Worthy is
your name And Jesus has taken it all

He has taken all of our sin All of our shame It went with him to the cross And it's gone And
we celebrate that at the table We celebrate that God walks with us As we walk with God
As we decide to be together with God Because God has made a way for us We can come
to the table Because Jesus invites us When we come to the table We come expecting that
God will meet us here We come expecting that everything That God has promised us Will
be ours As we continue to walk in his ways Everyone is welcome at the table Because
Jesus invites us If we love God Repent of our sin And seek to live in peace As disciples of
Jesus Christ We are welcome to come to the table

So even if it's your first time here If you are feeling that God wants you To connect with
him in a way That's unique and special and wonderful Come to the table Come and
receive all that God Has given for you All that God has provided The Lord be with you Lift
up your hearts Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right and a good and joyful
thing Always and everywhere To give thanks to you Father Almighty Creator of heaven
and earth By your appointment The seasons come and they go You bring forth bread from
the earth And create the fruit of the vine You formed us in your image And made us
stewards of your world Earth has yielded its treasure And from your hand We have
received blessing on blessing And so with your people on earth

And all the company of heaven We praise your name And join their unending hymn Holy,
holy, holy Lord God of power and might Heaven and earth are full of your glory Hosanna
in the highest Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord Hosanna in the highest
Holy are you and blessed is your son Jesus Christ Though he was rich Yet for our sake he
became poor When hungry and tempted He refused to make bread for himself That he
might be the bread of life for others When the multitudes were hungry he fed them He
broke bread with the outcast But drove the greedy from the temple By the baptism of his
suffering Death and resurrection you gave birth to your church Delivered us from slavery
to sin and death And made with us a new covenant By water and the spirit
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us He took bread and he gave thanks to you
He broke the bread And as he gave it to his disciples He said take and eat This is my body
which is given for you Do this in remembrance of me And when the supper was over he
took the cup Again he gave you thanks and praise And gave it to his disciples He said
drink from this all of you This is the cup of my blood The cup of the new covenant Poured
out for you and for many For the forgiveness of sin Do this as often as you drink it In
remembrance of me And so in remembrance of these Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ
We offer ourselves In praise and thanksgiving As a holy and living sacrifice

In union with Christ's offering for us As we proclaim the mystery of faith Christ has died
Christ is risen Christ will come again Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here And on
these gifts of bread and wine Make them be for us The body and blood of Christ That we
may be for the world The body of Christ redeemed by his blood By your spirit make us one
with Christ One with each other And one in ministry to all the world Until Christ comes in
final victory And we feast at his heavenly banquet Through your son Jesus Christ With the
Holy Spirit in your holy church All honor and glory is yours Almighty Father Now and
forever Amen Shall we pray together The prayer Jesus taught us Our Father Who art in
heaven Hallowed be thy name Thy kingdom come Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven Give us this day Our daily bread And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us And lead us not into temptation But deliver
us from evil For thine is the kingdom And the power And the glory forever and ever Amen
Will those who are serving Please come forward As we cannot tell them Well that's the
kingdom that we are vermmm Anike rid Ana and what the other counsel should be planted
To the ground And where the veere For the divine And vent It will enter The power Then
jemeli Go Anytime Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you. Amen. Amen.
Amen. Amen.

Amen. So please keep Chet in prayers. Let's say a quick prayer. Lord, we pray that you'll
be with Chet, that you'll send your healing hand upon him, and we pray for Carol, that
you'll give her strength and wisdom.

Lord, we pray for healing to be upon him, and give the doctors your wisdom. In Jesus'
name we pray. Amen. Please stand if you're able as we sing, We Gather Together.

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing.

He chastens and hastens his will to make known. All wicked, oppressing, now cease from
distressing.

Sing praises to his name, he forgets not his own. Beside us, who guide us, our God with
us joining, Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine.

So from the beginning, the fight we were winning, The Lord was at our side, the glory
revived.

We all to extoling, Thou leader triumphant, And pray that Thou still our defender wilt be.

Let Thy congregation escape tribulation. Thy name be ever praised, O Lord, make us free.
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God wants to make us free from all the brokenness in our life. Every day, | take those pills
the doctor gives me. It's like a habit. | gotta do it. It gives me a new opportunity to beat this
thing.

Every week you come here, and we say to you, your sins are forgiven. You have a new
day. Brand new life. Everything broken, and all the power it holds on you, you're free from
it today.

Go out and live the way God intended you to live, and live into the dream that he wants to
bless. And may God make your lives full of grace and wonder, and thanksgiving and
power.

Go in the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen. .
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