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[0:00] Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

May the peace of Christ be with you. Amen. Amen. I am Kathy Stengel, one of the pastors
here, and I want to just share a couple of things.

[2:11] One is that if you brought an angel, you can hang that on the tree, one of the two trees on
this side, if you would like. And just make sure that if you want them back, that they are
marked with your name so that when the tree is dismantled on that sad day after
Epiphany, then you can make sure you get them back.

The other thing is, is that when you came in, you may or may not have noticed that there's
a giant set of wings out there. And if you didn't, I don't want to make anybody turn their
neck in a way that causes them struggle, but it's straight back there.

It's basically a photo backdrop. And the idea is that you'll take each other's pictures in
front of that with your arms out so that you can be an angel.

And see, you know, your pastors are angels except for Scott. He's not an angel yet, but
he'll earn his wings quite soon in the very human way, not like it's a wonderful life, not like
that.

So what we'd like to do is to just keep collecting those pictures. And there are some of us
who are willing to take pictures. There are, I'm sure we just have fun with it.

[3:29] It's the idea is that there are angels among us and you are they. The other
announcements are in the bulletin, poinsettias. Today's the last day to order them.

And there is going to be a caroling party on December 18th in the evening. And there's a
sign-up sheet out there for that so that we can round up the voices and go and sing happy
and good news to those who might appreciate that.

Also, angel trees, bring those in next week, but there are still some gifts on the trees. So
we welcome you to participate in that.

Mostly, in the midst of all of the moving and grooving around Christmas, gifts and
shopping, on this Sunday of peace, we hope and pray that you will find this space to be
lovely and worshipful and a time for you to just be as you are.

Amen. I turned it on.

[4:48] Okay. It's so nice to see you all here today. I'm Jennifer and I'm one of the pastors here.
Last week, we witnessed Zachariah freaking out when the otherworldly angel creature
appeared to him at the altar in the temple.

But this week, we're going to talk about Mary. And she was simply perplexed by her
encounter with an angel. Why would such an incredible message come to a common girl,
just barely a woman?
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Then her reply to such a foretelling about her purpose in life was also simple. Let it be so,
for nothing is impossible with God. There are angels among us that may not meet the eye.

There are messages of peace coming from a choir on high. But don't just look up, for the
way God works is to plant more peace right here on earth, just like it was with Jesus' birth.

There are angels among us, bringing peace on earth. Do not be afraid. Holy living God,
blessed Jesus, guiding spirit.

[5:55] Grant us openness to hear your message. Grant us courage to be your messengers in the
world, creating our hope in the midst of fear.

And with the angel messengers above us, among us, and within us, we are going to sing
and the candle of peace will come in. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

I can feel His mighty power at His face. I can hear the precious angels' wings.

I see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in His way.

O come, O come, O come, Emmanuel.

[7:21] I invite you to stand if you're able. O come, O come, Emmanuel. O come, O come,
Emmanuel.

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel. And ransom captive Israel. That mourn in glory, exile near.

Until the Son of God appear. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel.

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel. Shall come to thee, O Israel. O
come, O come, O come, O come. O come, thou wisdom from on high, and honor all things
hour and night.

To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in a ways to know.

[8:55] Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Lord.

Rejoice, Lord of heaven. Our second hymn this morning is It Came Upon a Midnight
Clear.

And most of you are probably well aware of some of the words in some of these carols
that we love so much. Emmanuel, meaning God with us. But last night a gentleman
brought up to me, do we know what we're singing when we sing cloven skies?

And maybe some of you do, but in case you don't, it means the sky was separated to
reveal the angels. And another word in this song is Babel, referencing the Tower of Babel.

And Babel in Hebrew means confusion. So just to give you a little idea of what we're
singing. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old.

[10:14] The world in solemn, still will sway. From angels bending near the earth. To touch their
hearts of gold.

Peace on the earth, that will to them. From heavens, O gracious King. The world in
solemn, still will sway.

To hear the angels sing. Still through the cold and skies they come.

With peaceful wings unfurled. And still their heavy music floats.

For all the weary world. The blood in sad and lowly pains.

[11:12] They bend on hovering wing. And ever o'er its fabul sounds, The blessed angels sing.

For though the days are hastily young, Our prophets seeing of old.

When with the ever-serving wings Shall come the time foretold.

When peace shall over all the earth, Its ancient splendors sing.

And the whole world give back the song, Which now the angels sing.
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[12:10] You may be seated. Good morning church. Come now to our time of sharing.

The time in which we move in the world And share those gifts that God has given to us.
Some of those gifts are simply our talents. Some of those gifts are the words That God
puts in our spirit.

Some of those gifts are our finances And other blessings. Because we know they make a
difference In the lives of so many. In your bulletins this morning, You received another
mission moment envelope. And that is for the Good Samaritan Fund.

Please consider adding to your gift So that we might support this And the good work of the
church May continue in this way. For now, let the spirit of God Move in you and on you As
we move and share.

The song I'm going to share with you this morning Is called Be Born in Me. It's from Mary's
perspective. But as it relates to us, I guess we can consider That we always have that
invitation For Christ to be born in our heart.

[13:15] Everything inside me cries for order Everything inside me wants to hide Is this shadow an
angel or a warrior?

If God is pleased with me Why am I so terrified? Someone tell me I am only dreaming
Somehow help me see with heaven's eyes And before my head agrees My heart is on its
knees Holy is He Blessed am I Be born in me Be born in me Be born in me Trembling
heart Somehow I believe That you chose me I'll hold you I'll hold you

In the beginning You will hold me In the end Every moment In the middle Make my heart
Your Bethlehem Be born in me All this time We've waited for the promise All this time
You've waited for my arms Did you wrap yourself Inside the unexpected That we might
know That love would go that far Be born in me Be born in me Trembling heart Trembling
heart

Somehow I believe That you chose me I'll hold you In the beginning You will hold me In
the end Every moment In the middle Make my heart Your Bethlehem Be born in me Be
born in me I am not brave I'll never be The only thing My heart can offer Is a vacancy I'm
just a girl Nothing more But I am willing I am your Lord Oh Oh

Oh Be born in me Be born Be born in me I'll hold you In the beginning You will hold me In
the end Every moment I'm so sorry Take my heart Your Bethlehem Be born in me Thank
you.

[18:05] Thank you.

Almighty and generous God, the giver of every good and perfect gift, please receive that
which we give to you today. It flows from our hearts as we seek to follow you wherever
you would lead.

Seek to bless you however we can. Seek to hold you high in this world. Please take this
gift as it is dedicated to the honor and glory of your name. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
we pray.

Amen. Let's take our seats. So as we come to today's time of prayer, time where we open
our hearts together and go before God, are there things that we would lay down as one?

Things where we would take up each other's burdens as the scripture teaches, as well as
lift high those joys as we testify to how great our God is. Anyone have anything they'd like
to share that we might be in prayer together?

[19:41] Okay. So Yvonne is asking for prayers for her sister. She's dealing with sciatica and it's
been pretty debilitating. So please keep her in prayer as well.

Okay. Okay. A teacher I used to work with was a non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and it's pretty
advanced.
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So we want to keep them in prayer as well. Lynn? My girlfriend goes to diagnose with
stage four non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and it's in remission.

Oh, beautiful. Good news. Good news. So for those of you who may not have heard that,
Lynn was sharing that someone she knew with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in stage four
was just told she was in remission.

So that is beautiful news about hope in the midst of all of this. Carol? Carol? Okay. Okay.
Okay.

[21:06] Okay. Okay. So Carol is sharing that a friend of hers, the friend's son, was found dead
unexpectedly. And had recently been married as well.

And so it's the magnitude of the tragedy feels that much more for folk. So we want to keep
all of them covered in prayer. Anything else?

Mike? Okay.

Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Yes, okay. and his wife, and they believe on the Lord and lead.

I'm ready to go. And I want to go to that. I've had 84 years in two years. It's tough and hard
to take time. Indeed.

[22:07] So I believe everybody heard that, but for those who may not have, Lee Muir, who's a
member of our church family, regular attendee, his health has declined. He's now in the
hospital with DNR and having difficulty breathing.

And what Pastor Mike shared is that he's expressed his readiness to go, so we feel that
tug of both emotions, knowing how much we would miss him, but also knowing that he's
going on to an eternal reward that he trusts in our God is good.

Anything else? Louie. Okay, so your sister-in-law's brother, is that right?

Sister-in-law's brother. Louie's sister-in-law, her brother died, so he's asking for Vicki and
her family to be covered as well. Then let's go to God together.

Almighty and eternal one, the one who gives such hope, the one who gives such peace,
your people are gathered here this morning with our hearts open, lifting our voices in
praise, because we know that you are good, that in the midst of the ways the world can
make us feel so many different emotions, in the ways in which circumstances can wear us
out and beat us down, in the ways in which news can weigh heavy on the heart, you give
hope, you give peace, and you are good.

[23:48] And so with news among us today that can be hard to hear, with people's hearts that are
feeling loss and feeling pain, feeling compassion for those who are dealing with loved
ones who may have gone on to their rewards, Lord God, in the midst of it all, we have a
hope that is unshakable, because you have shown us that you are who you always
promised you would be, that when the valley is deep and dark, you are with us, when the
mountain is high and cold, you are with us, when we find ourselves surrounded by storm
and wave, you are with us, and you are the one who commands all these things.

So Lord, in our unshakable hope, we continue to hold on. And Lord, in those times when it
feels far away, just as we heard sung for us today, Lord, we ask that you be born in us
anew, be born in us in a new way, spirit fall on us in a fresh way when we need that extra
help.

Lord God, this is a day in which we focus on our peace, because as we said, the word can
come that may hurt us, a word may come that may surprise us, but in it all, we can have
peace, because you are still in control, you are still on the throne, and when it's hard and
when it hurts, Lord, we may be upset, but underneath it all are your promises.

Underneath it all is your unmovable hand. Underneath it all is that spirit that will surround
us and carry us through. And even when we are disturbed, nothing can truly touch the
peace in our hearts that comes only from being anchored in you.
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So Lord God, we also know that in the midst of challenging news, there is reason to
praise. There is reason to celebrate. Sometimes it's the simple basic things in life.

[25:59] Sometimes it's just the sunshine. Sometimes it's the smile on a friend's face. Sometimes
it's simply walking and enjoying the gift of this life in this world.

And we thank you for the simple things as well as the big things, because we know that
you are there in the midst of it all. So Lord, in this season, in this season in which we are
focused in you and the ways in which you are born anew in our souls, grant us peace.

Grant us hope. Grant us what you know we need to lift you high as we follow where you
lead and celebrate what you have done.

In Jesus' most holy name we pray. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

[27:02] Amen. Good morning. Good morning. Good morning. Our reading today is from Luke
chapter 1, verses 26 to 56. In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David.

The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, Greetings, you who are
highly favored. The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at these words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

But the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God. You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High.

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob's
descendants forever. His kingdom will never end. How will this be, Mary asked the angel,
since I'm a virgin?

The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.

[28:13] Even Elizabeth, your relative, is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month, for no word from God will ever fail.

I am the Lord's servant, Mary answered. May your word to me be fulfilled. Then the angel
left her.

At that time, Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she
entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

In a loud voice, she exclaimed, Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child
you will bear. But why am I so favored that the mother of the Lord should come to me?

As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her.

[29:17] And Mary said, My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has been mindful of the humbled state of his servant.

From now on, all generations will call me blessed, for the mighty one has done great
things for me. Holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him from generation
to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm. He has scattered those who are proud in
their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, but has lifted up the
humble.
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He has filled the hungry with good things, but has sent the rich away empty. He has
helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants
forever, just as he promised our ancestors.

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months, and then returned home. This is the
word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Of the four Gospels, Luke is the only one that we
hear of Mary's song.

[30:37] Mary's visiting her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. Mary's saying, Mary's
saying, Mary's saying, how could this happen to me that the mother of my Lord should
come to me?

Mary's aware at this point that she's going to give birth to the Christ child. The angel
Gabriel has spoken to her and shared God's plan. But it seems that when she hears
Elizabeth's question, she's overtaken with a spirit of praise.

Mary's song is a song of praise. She's not just sharing her thoughts with her cousins.
She's saying that the Lord is great and her spirit is rejoicing with the news that has come
to her.

Her acceptance of the angel's message is extraordinary because being pregnant before
marriage could have resulted in a severe and humiliating sentence if Joseph had rejected
her.

The what is of the moment Mary focuses on rather than sticking with the how can this be.

[31:43] Allowed God to use her in a most powerful way. Today, Mary's song is called the
Magnificent, meaning my soul magnifies the Lord. There are a few things in this world
quite like a good song.

A song can stick in your memory like nothing else. How many of you can remember how
to find the area of a triangle or recite Puck's soliloquy from A Midsummer's Night Dream?

I can because I had to remember that in high school. Or can you recall the year that
Magellan circumnavigated the globe? At this moment, I can't do that without Googling it.

But a good song. I bet right now, all of you could recite the lyrics to your favorite song,
even if you first heard it decades ago. I'm willing to bet that if you were on your way home
from church and there was a song that came on that you hadn't heard in years, you would
still know most of the words.

Most of us don't know the lines of every character in musicals like Mary Poppins or Rent
or Hamilton, but probably some of you know the words to help the medicine go down.

[32:56] Or even if you haven't seen the movie Frozen, you've likely heard Let It Go enough times
to hear it and mumble it in your sleep. A good song can stir something within us like
nothing else can.

Sure, there's songs that get our toes to tapping, our heads to bobbing, and even our
fingers to snapping, and sometimes our hands to clapping. But then there are the songs
written by people like Dylan, Elton John, John Lennon, that stir something deeper within
us, something more than simply an urge to listen or dance.

Those are those songs that provoke us. They provoke us to listen to stories that we would
otherwise ignore. They provoke us to look within ourselves to examine the kind of person
we have in light of those around us.

There are those songs that provoke us to actions, songs that unapologetically provoke us
to think differently, to be different. Those kinds of songs don't usually make the top 40
lists.

But when we hear them and we listen to their words, they stir something so deep within us
that they just might cause us to do something. I think of songs like Where's the Love by
Black Eyed Peas, and I know a lot of you haven't probably listened to that.
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[34:27] But its lyrics are about the empathy for our fellow man and racial harmony. I think of songs
like Beautiful by Christina Aguilera and how it speaks on body positivity and bullying to her
youth.

And at this time of year, I can't help but think of the Christmas hymn, O Holy Night. And
the stanza that says, Truly he taught us to love one another.

His law is love and his gospel is peace. Change shall he break, for the slave is our
brother. And in his name, all oppression shall cease.

When I hear songs like these, there's something that's stirred within me that I simply can't
ignore. There are few, truly few things in this world that are quite like a good song.

Because there's few things in this world that can provoke our hearts to action like those
songs. We spend a lot of time wishing things weren't the way they actually were, that our
ability to creatively see how God might be working within our undesired situation is
diminished by all the energy we spend on our denial or that we passively wait for things to
change for us.

[35:47] Peace comes when we accept what is and we're able to use our energy to live into the
what's next. Instead of waiting for things to be more peaceful, how can we be the ones to
go out and offer more peace?

I think the song we've heard from Mary is no different. It's the kind of song that if we truly
listen to the words, it can't help but provoke something deep within us.

Think of the one who's singing the song, Mary. Just 15 short verses prior to the song,
she's told she's going to conceive and bear a son, even though she herself is a virgin.

More likely, just a teenager. But rather than rejecting this news out of sheer fright and
concern over the social implications of a suddenly unwed teenage pregnancy, Mary says
in verse 38, Mary humbly accepts the reality that's upon her.

She will bear the Son of God. And though the news is not exactly joyous for Mary, no
doubt, she knows what can happen to an unwed girl when she begins to show.

[37:12] So she hastily travels to see her much older cousin Elizabeth, who is miraculously
pregnant herself. Upon Elizabeth's greeting and her child, John the Baptist leap with
recognition.

The next words we hear from Mary after her humble acceptance are the words of the
Magnificat, Mary's Song of Praise.

If you take a moment to really read or listen to Mary's song, you'll quickly see why it
wouldn't stand a chance as a pop tune or even a top ten song on contemporary Christian
radio.

Listen to some of these lyrics again. He has looked with favor on the lowliness of his
servant. He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered the proud in the thoughts
of their hearts.

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has filled
the hungry with good things and sent the rich away. This isn't a bubbly, happy song.

[38:18] This is a song proclaiming God's justice. This is a song about God putting things right side
up after they've been upside down for so long. This isn't just a song praising God for the
way he has brought up and singled out this girl from obscurity.

This is a song about how God will use her and the child she's bearing to right the balances
of all humankind. It's a song about bringing down the systems of injustice, about breaking
chains of oppression, a song about what this coming child is actually bringing to the world
with him.
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This is a song that ought to provoke something in the hearts of each of us who hear it.
Mary, the poor, unwed, pregnant teenager, a member of an oppressed race, the one with
whom God found favor, sings about the justice of God's kingdom in spite of everything she
sees around her, in spite of everything she knows to be true about the unjust world in
which she lives.

Mary sings. And her song is more melodious than thank you. Her song is a call to
recognize the coming kingdom of God. Her song is a call to name the injustices in the
present world in which we live and expose them to the light of Christ and the coming of his
kingdom.

Mary's song is a song of hope, a song of peace, a song of joy yet to be realized by the
whole world.

[40:07] Mary's song is an Advent song as it provokes us to look forward to the arrival of Christ and
the fullness of God's kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.

After all, that's what this season is about, looking forward to Christ's arrival. Like Mary,
there's countless people in this world who are poor, who live without the conveniences
that you and I sometimes take for granted.

Like Mary, there are those in this world who have been pushed to the margins of society
because of situations in which they find themselves, because of the labels placed on them
by the powerful, the religious, the majority.

Like Mary, there are even those in our own context who are oppressed and treated with
suspicion because of their race and treated as less because of who they are.

Like Mary, there are those who live with the constant gossip, the never-ending
finger-pointing, the sideways glances of those who choose to judge them. Like Mary, they
sing, they pray for justice, they sing with their hope-filled voices that one day the world will
be put right, that the day is coming when the proud will be scattered in the thoughts of
their hearts, when the powerful will be brought down from their thrones for the paid-for
offices, when the lowly will be lifted up, the hungry filled, and the rich sent packing.

[41:44] Like Mary, they sing an Advent song longing for the coming day when justice will roll down
like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Like Mary, we live in a world that is so often upside down, a world where injustice and sin
control far too much, and so many are blinded by comfort, greed, and selfishness
selfishness to see such injustices, to see that every life matters.

There are those who would silence Mary's song, who would halt the advent of Christ and
stop God's kingdom. There are those whose bellies are full, whose wallets are fat, whose
lives are lived in excess and power.

There are those who like the way the scales are balanced now. Too often, those people
occupy positions of power during the week and pews on Sunday morning.

Mary says he has toppled the mighty from their thrones and exalted the lowly. She knows
she's nothing special to the eyes of the world. She's a child.

[42:59] She's a poor young girl who is yet to be married, but she sees her situation as God
exalting the lonely. God has seen fit to use a poor girl to bring the greatest gift to all
mankind.

We can learn a few things from this. Our society puts an importance on prestige and
wealth. The more we have, the better we are. But God is proving that those world's labels
and prestige are not important to him.

He's looking at the true heart of the person as he did with Mary. the lessons that we can
learn are profound. But what Mary teaches us about our personal walk with Christ is even
more powerful.
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One of the things that shines is how Mary has been, what one pastor called, saturated
with the scripture. Mary knew the scripture. She had them hidden in her heart and in her
mind.

She also displayed a heart of humility. In verse 47 she says, My spirit rejoices in God my
savior. Mary recognized that God was her savior, meaning she recognized that she
herself was a sinner.

[44:20] She recognizes who she is and where she comes from. She's not a person of prestige or
from a wealthy family. And anyone could have been a better choice than her.

She acknowledged that she was a sinner and was blessed because of it. And we need to
do the same today. If we confess that we are sinners, God will forgive and bestow his
blessings upon us.

Mary could have focused on the situation and felt nothing but anger and fear. Instead, she
focuses on the blessings within the turmoil of her life.

Yes, people will ostracize her for having a child out of woodlock. And some may find her
story hard to believe. This happens to us today.

We put our focus on the negatives of every situation we face. When we should be giving
thanks to God for allowing those situations to happen.

[45:22] Mary's song is an inspiring piece of scripture. Her words are profound in the face of what
she is about to do. We don't know what she's thinking regarding the pregnancy and we
don't have a written word that describes her fear of what others will think or about how
they'll treat her.

All we have are her magnificent words that reveal her praises to God. Despite all that was
happening, Mary still sings.

and all the Marys of this world still sing and together they sing an Advent song. They sing
a song of hope and peace knowing that this world is not all we have.

That this world with all of its brokenness and injustice is not all there is. They sing because
God's kingdom is still coming. That Christ is among us and bringing us the fullness of
God's joy and love and the kingdom with him one day.

They are singing Advent song and it can only provoke something deep within us for
there's nothing like a good song to provoke us to do something.

[46:40] To provoke us to do the Lord's work of justice. To show others peace. To go out and carry
love into the world.

If we would but listen and join in their singing. The message for us is that we need to have
faith. We're to trust in our God no matter what the situation or circumstances.

It's all in God's hands. We should strive to imitate the heart and mind of Mary in every
situation. Because her words are not just for the Advent season, but they're for all
seasons.

Amen. In your bulletin, there's a small picture of someone doing the peace sign.

It reads, If we have no peace, it's because we have forgotten that we belong to each
other. From Mother Teresa and this table is the place where we are reminded that we
belong to each other and that every person belongs at this table.

[48:05] Paul's letter to the Hebrews includes a wonderful word. He says, Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers. For by doing that, some have entertained angels without knowing
it.

As we are in this season of Advent, it is right and good that we gather at the table of Jesus
Christ, whose ministry was centered always in showing hospitality and welcoming
strangers and people who often weren't welcome to the table.
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people. No matter whether we feel at home in our faith or don't, we are welcome. At times,
we may feel like strangers in this space or in our faith.

We are welcome. We are welcome to know the grace of God that is already and always
waiting for us if we will just be open to it.

Let us set aside any hesitation, any obstacle to the invitation to come to this table and
invite each of us in a moment of silence to offer to God our confession of the ways in
which we turn away or don't listen to what God might have to say.

[49:27] may we know this, the things that we confess to God here or in the privacy of our car or
our home are all being lifted away on the wings of God's love.

All being lifted away on the wings of God's love. Be assured of your freedom as forgiven
and beloved children of the most gracious God and may we all as God's people say
amen.

Let us join. I believe that there are angels among us sent down to us from somewhere up
above. They come to you and me in our toughest hours to show us how to live, to teach
us to forgive, to guide us with the light of love.

The Lord be with you. Lift up your hearts. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. In the
beginning, God, you set everything into motion.

You are creator of heaven and earth. With bold creativity, you splashed the sky with light
and stars. sun and moon, wind and clouds, rain and rainbows and winged ones.

[50:59] With a word you brought forth the waters, the waves, the mountains, the valleys. And you
called forth our lives from the dust, and you called it good. And so we proclaim this ancient
song with all the saints and angels.

Holy, holy, holy God, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you. Blessed are you. You sent your son, Jesus Christ. He was the message
made flesh to dwell among us.

Harbinger of hope, prince of peace, cup of joy, bread of love. Through Jesus, you gave
birth to your church and sealed a new covenant by water and the spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread and he broke it and he
gave it to his disciples and he said, take and eat all of you as often as you can in
remembrance of me, my body broken for you.

[52:12] And when the supper was over, he took the cup and he gave thanks to God and he said,
take and drink from this all of you. This is the blood of my new covenant poured out for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me. And so we anticipate the birth of
peace again anew as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Oh, touch every one of us, oh,
Spirit of God and these gifts with your transforming power.

Open us to your promise of resurrection from fear and death. In partaking of these
elements, make us a people ready as your body in and for an anxious world.

Let us become your messengers of hope in all the hope hope in all that we say and do.
Make us one in this purpose, oh God. Make us one in your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught
us to pray, our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

[53:30] Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
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Amen. I invite you as we prepare to receive, to remember that all are welcome, there's no
membership required, there's no anything required, because what the Holy Spirit can do
in this space is even beyond our comprehension.

All of you are welcome. You will receive a piece of bread, you will dip it into the cup, which
is grape juice, gluten-free will be here, and gluten-full will be over here.

There are pre-packaged elements for you to take, if that's what you would prefer, either for
yourself, or take them to a loved one. serving, or need to receive before the rest of the
congregation to join us.

[55:37] Thank you.

Thank you.

the table is prepared.

Please come as you feel led. Thank you. a very guest.

inadequate and be built. Please come Oh, kneel me down again, here at your feet.

[57:42] Show me how much you love humility.

Oh, Spirit, be the star that leads me to the humble heart of love I see in you.

You are the God of the broken, the friend of the weak.

You wash the feet of the weary and praise the ones in need.

I want to be like you, Jesus, to have this heart in me.

[59:01] You are the God of the humble. You are the humble king.

Hearing this dusty ground, I bow with kings.

I lay no golden crowns here at their feet.

Just this my broken life, I offer thee.

You are the God of the broken, the friend of the weak.

[60:16] You wash the feet of the weary and praise the ones in need.

I want to be like you, Jesus, to have this heart in me.

You are the God of the humble. You are the humble king.

I want to be like you, Jesus.ical word on his seam.

Jesus usted. He wants to règne us from where he bears bevor to his ei.

[61:14] You are God The one who broke you Friend of the weak You wash the feet of the weary
Embrace the ones you need I want to be like you, Jesus To have this heart in me You are
the God of the humble You are the humble King You are the God of the humble

You are the humble King I'm going to invite you all to be Marys as we sing, My Soul
Magnifies the Lord.

Crying is optional. But I am going to invite you to stand. I am going to invite you to stand. I
am going to invite you to stand.

I am going to invite you to stand. I am going to invite you to stand.

There's a great joy for everyone and every man. And this will be a sign to you.

[63:25] Oh, baby, boy, you better live. Come and worship to not be afraid.

Come, young angel, glory in the highest. Come, dear, peace, Lord.

Those are no means we're blessed. Oh, come and worship to not be afraid. Oh, no, my
soul, my soul magnifies the Lord, my soul magnifies the Lord.



Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-05-14 21:01:17

He has done great things for me, great things for me. Oh, my soul, my soul, my soul, my
soul. Come, dear, a child is born.

Come, dear, a child is born. Let every heart prepare us for. Let every nation of heaven.

[64:49] Come and worship to not be afraid. Oh, no. My soul, my soul magnifies the Lord.

Oh, my soul magnifies the Lord. He has done great things for me, great things for me.

Oh, my soul, my soul magnifies the Lord. Oh, my soul magnifies the Lord. Oh, my soul
magnifies the Lord.

He has done great things for me, great things for me. Oh, my soul magnifies the Lord.
There will be no end He'll establish it With His righteousness And He shall be On David's
throne And His name shall be On this day on Wonderful Counselor Everlasting Father
Wonderful Counselor And He shall be An everlasting Father And His soul My soul

Magnifies the Lord My soul Magnifies the Lord He has done great things for me Great
things for me My soul My soul Magnifies the Lord My soul Magnifies the Lord He has done
great things for me Great things for me He has done great things He has done great
things I hope in this time of Advent

[67:31] That you listen when God puts a song in your heart For you to sing for the world I invite
you to turn to the center And face each other We're going to sing Well we're going to
speak The message that we have to take into the world Do not be afraid Repeat it Do not
be afraid Do not be afraid And go out And carry the peace of God Into this world May you
be blessed by the Father The Son And the Holy Spirit Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen
Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen

Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you.


